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Course Objectives:
AP Language and Composition is designed to help students "write effectively and confidently in their college courses across the curriculum and in their professional and personal lives."  (The College Board, AP English Courses Description, May 2007, p. 6).  Students will engage in close reading of personal, expository, analytical, and argumentative texts by noted authors, primarily non-fiction prose, to increase awareness of effective use of rhetorical strategies.  These works will provide models for frequent student writing in which appropriate text-based and image-based sources will be incorporated using conventions of MLA style documentation.

Course Texts (provided by the school)
Elements of Literature: Essentials of American Literature Vol.2  Austin:  Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston, 2008.
Roskelly, Hephzibah and Jolliffe, David.  Everyday Use: Rhetoric at Work in Reading and Writing.  

Advanced Placement Edition. New York:  Pearson Longman, 2005.

Shea, Renee, Lawrence Scanlon, and Robin Dissin Aufses.  The Language of Composition:  

Reading Writing Rhetoric.  Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin's, 2008.

Shrodes, Caroline.  The Conscious Reader.  Tenth Edition.  New York:  Pearson Longman, 2006.

Materials Needed (not provided by the school)
· Novels that we will be reading together: The Great Gatsby, The Grapes of Wrath, and As I Lay Dying (I have some copies of these novels that I can distribute, but many students will want to buy copies and make notes in them.)
· A large three-ring binder for class notebook

· Dividers for notebook labeled: (1) Quotes and Warm-ups; (2) Homework & Classwork; (3) Notes and Resource pages; (4)Literary Terms; and (5) Writing 
· Pens (black or blue ink plus a red pen for correcting), pencils
· Blue, green and yellow highlighters

· Loose-leaf notebook paper (NO spiral edges)

· Small Post-it notes to annotate books you cannot write in

· Tissues

To Be Covered
Major literary works will include The Great Gatsby, The Grapes of Wrath, The Taming of the Shrew, As I Lay Dying, In Cold Blood, a novel each student chooses from the teacher's list the fourth nine weeks, plus several other works of non-fiction and fiction from AP texts and the Elements of Literature text.
AP 11 concentrates primarily on rhetorical analysis, effective writing, and critical reading of prose and uses both fiction and non-fiction selections to prepare students for the three-hour Advanced Placement Examination each May.  
Vocabulary will consist of weekly words from the list of terms students may face in the May Exam and other vocabulary words from the reading selections.
Grammar will be a component of the course, although the focus will be on the rhetorical effect of grammar rather than the study of grammar in isolation.  

Writing skills will be reinforced through essays including timed ones replicating the May Exam requirements and out-of-class works that will involve peer review and correcting and charting of errors as well as a literary research paper. 

RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE CLASSROOM
It is my intention to follow the Huntsville High School 2011-2012 Student Handbook (available on the school website, http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/high/hhs/).  However, I have listed below some specific items I want to call to your attention: 

1.  Forgotten books.  I don’t allow students to go to their lockers to retrieve forgotten books or homework.  Plan ahead and bring all your materials to class.

2.  Extra credit.  There are two types of extra credit work for which I will award credit:

A.  Attendance at artistic productions.  Once per quarter, students may earn points for attending an artistic production or performance in our school, in other local schools, or in the community at large.  These productions may include a band concert, a play, or an art exhibit, to name a few.  When students bring me proof of attendance (such as a ticket stub or a program) at an event that I deem to have artistic merit, I will add five points to one of the student’s test grades.

B.  Speaking Points.  Our class experience together will be richer when students ask questions and share their own personal experiences related to our topic.  Each time a student contributes to a class discussion or volunteers to answer a question, he or she will earn ½ point, up to a maximum of five points.  Once per quarter, these points will be added onto a test grade.  

3.  Forgotten homework.  For one week beyond a due date, students may turn in forgotten homework for half credit.  After one week, the grade will remain a zero.

4.  Finding out what work you missed during a class absence.  When returning to school after an excused absence, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed during your absence.  There are 2 ways to find out what you missed: (1) Check the “schedule” tab on my website (www.jwilliamsenglish.yolasite.com)  (2)  Check the Class Binder, which is located on a table in the front of our classroom.  Do not ask me what you missed until you have looked in one of these locations.

5.  Makeup work following an absence.  As stated on page 8 of the Student Handbook, students are permitted to make up work, tests, and other assignments, activities, etc., when absences are excused. Teachers may expect that students will submit previously assigned work upon return to school after an excused absence. Make up work must be completed according to the following schedule:

1. 1 – 2 days absent will have 3 days to make up missed work

2. 3 – 4 days absent will have 5 days to make up missed work

3. 6 or more days absent will need to make arrangements with the teacher

I am available to give makeup assignments on Tuesdays from 3:15-4:15 and on Thursdays from 7:15-8:00.  Students who have transportation issues and cannot meet me during these times should talk with me about arranging another time.  

6.  Class tardies.  Three class tardies will result in a school detention.  Failure to serve the detention will result in a referral to administration.

7.   Academic Honesty.  Cheating, as defined in the HCS Official Student-Parent Handbook, is a Class II offense and subject to disciplinary action. Cheating undermines the validity and legitimacy of the educational process and will not be tolerated.  Students found to be in violation of this policy may receive a zero for the assignment/test and may jeopardize their consideration for, or involvement in organizations such as Student Council, Class Officer positions, National Honor Society, or other similar organizations or positions.

Cheating is defined to include, but is not limited to:

1. copying someone else’s work in or out of class and identifying and submitting it as your own

2. receiving or sending text messages on a cell phone during class time

3. the use of unauthorized notes, other materials, or assistance during the accomplishment of graded work in or out of class

4. failing to quote and/or list appropriate citations for material derived from published sources (including the Internet) and identifying and submitting it as your own

5. any other situation in which the student attempts to or accepts credit for work not his or her own

8.  Consequences:  Consequences for breaking rules and not following procedures include:
1.  Warning

2.  Detention & telephone conference with parents/guardians

3.  Write 50 paragraphs or some other comparable assignment
4.  Referral to office

9.  Donations:  Due to the school system’s budget crisis, Huntsville High only pays for me to make 1000 copies per month.  This may sound like a lot, but with over 130 students, this allotment doesn’t go very far.  If anyone would like to contribute to my copy fund, I would be very grateful.  The school bookkeeper, Mrs. Emily Caneer, accepts these donations in the front office. 
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